CTA NEWS BULLETIN

JANUARY-JUNE, 2006
Southwest CTA Regional Conference

   CTA continues to move forward with the theme for the year:  WHEN I WAS HUNGRY...our monthly meetings have focused on the issues around the theme of the upcoming Southwest CTA Regional Conference in April: Faith and Politics in the21st Century: Connecting Progressive Faith Values with Pragmatic Political Action.  This is a very serious and exciting ecumenical effort to address local social justice issues as well as offering an understanding of how to approach the resolutions of these issues in a non-violent way.  Two other goals are to help individuals identify specific issues and/or organizations where they can focus their energy and well as to foster the development of a support system to help them sustain their work for justice in their own communities. (Brochure enclosed).

Recent Events

    In early October, Tom Honore’s powerful presence and message highlighted the critical need for justice by challenging us to face the systemic racism that permeates most of our institutions and policies. His overview of the history of the U. S. immigration policy clarified the profound need for immigration reform that is a key issue in the U. S. and particularly in our state.  We very much enjoyed having Tom and his wife, Jan, here for the weekend.

   In November several CTA members attended the National CTA Conference: RELIGION, MONEY AND POLITICS: WHAT’S GOD GOT TO DO WITH IT? 

   James M Lawson, a keynoter, spoke of the critical need for collaboration among religious progressive voices as well as the need for concerted action; his message contained a strong warning that unless we unite and act for justice we will face what he called the “dreadful alternative.”  Lawson’s extensive work with Dr. Martin Luther King solidified his belief that the non-violent approach to change is vital in nurturing an atmosphere in which reconciliation and justice can become possibilities. 

   This need for such an approach to change in our Church and in our world was echoed throughout the conference particularly by Ken Butigan and members of the National CTA Board who presented the program FROM VIOLENCE TO WHOLENESS created by Pace e Bene Non-violence Service located in Oakland, CA. 

   Other speakers, visionaries, including Matthew Fox, David Korten, Roger Carban, Christine Schenk and Michael Morwood offered us hope only if we become aware of how our political, economic, and religious cultures have crippled us and be willing to develop a mature spiritual consciousness that can bring healing to our institutions.  The message is clear.  We are the People of God, the Church and we are called to do this work.

Upcoming Events

   On February 9th there will be a CTA member meeting at Essentially Books at 7:00 p.m.  The group will be updated on the upcoming SW Regional Conference and have the opportunity to view a video of Jim Lawson, the speaker at the National CTA Conference (see conference summary above).  Lawson has been tireless in the non-violent struggle for justice and peace and speaks with passion as few others are able to speak about the need for a non-violent approach to change.

   Thomas Doyle and Barbara Blaine will be speaking in TEMPE, March 5th at 2:00 PM at The Church of the Epiphany, 2222 South Price Road.  (Brochure enclosed). Hope you can join us.  Because of this event there will be no member meeting in March.

   In April, Michael Morwood will return to Arizona.  On the weekend of April 7-9th, there will be a retreat called SPIRITUALITY OF THE HEART starting on Friday night and concluding on Sunday about 1:00.  The following week, Morwood will be here Holy Thursday, April 13, through Easter Sunday, April 16.  These two events will take place in the Garden at 5505 N. Casa Blanca, Scottsdale. The garden will be open from 9:00 am until 9:00 pm so if people want to come for extra reflection time they may.  For more detailed information please call 480-946-6644 or send an email to

pcmiles@earthlink.net.

Volunteers Needed!

   CTA is in great need of VOLUNTEERS for the Regional CTA Conference being held on April 28-29.  Listed below are the areas of need. If you are free to give several hours or a just a few, please let us know by calling Essentially Books at 480-970-4288 or emailing Sharon Neal at sharonneal@verizon.net. Your prayers are also very much appreciated as we work to bring this conference into being.

   REMINDER ABOUT EMAIL: With the SW Regional Conference being held in Phoenix (see flyer) we are encouraging/requesting those of you who have email to send us your email address so we can keep you up to date on what is happening.

   Communicating this way also helps CTA to control its costs, which we need to do in light of the fact that we are bringing in 5 major speakers in the next three months.  We remain committed to the people who have been so supportive and do not have email and we promise we will keep in touch.  

Please send your email to http://cta-arizona. org.

MEMBERSHIP DUES:  IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT YOUR DUES IN FOR CTA PLEASE DO SO SOON.   THANK YOU IN ADVANCE. YOUR SUPPORT WILL HELP WITH THE COSTS OF THE UPCOMING EVENTS.

PLEASE SEND DUES TO CTA ARIZONA, PO BOX 2071, SCOTTSDALE, AZ 85252.
